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WASHING—TON ‘r"eb 22——Adm Stans-
fneld Turner said today that President
Carter had asked for assurances that he
would conduct the work of all United
States intelligence agencies “strictly in
accordance with the law and wuh Amen—
can values.” ..

The 53-year-o!d admxral made the
staternent in testifying before the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence on his
appointment to be Director of Central
Intelligence and head of the Central Intel-
igence Agency.

At the same time, President Carter was
tellma a group of Conaressxonal leaders
at the White House that he had cut down
the number of White House officials with

access to mtelhgence secrets from 40 to

" Senator Alan Cranstcm of Cahfomxa
the Senate majority whip, reported that
Mr. Carter had indicated his desire to
curb intelligence disclosures, such as the
report last week that ng Hussein of
Jordan had heen on the C.LA. payroll

The President also told the legislators
of his concern that too many members
of Congress had access to intelligence
secrets—members of seven committees
now receive C.LA. briefings—but said it
was up to them to determme what to
do about it. - .

In his testlmony, Adrmral ’I'umer saxd
“Covert operations must be handled very
discreetly; people’s lives are at stake”

It would be desirable, he added, if only
ohe committee of each house of Congress
were . kept informed on sensmve opera-
tions overseas. - L

But the admiral promxsed tok the
Senate committee promptly mformed of
covert operations by the C.IA. and said

-that, beyond these severely limited brief-

ings on sensitive matters, he believed it
would be useful if more rather than fewer
members of Congress were given access

50 as to enhance public dxscussxon
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Admira] Turner, who is the commander
of North ‘Atlantic Treaty Organization
forces in southern Europe, was closely
questioned about his intention to remain
on the Navy’s active duty roster even
if he is confmned as the nanons intelli- .
gence chief. -

He replved that, since the CIA was
formed in 1947, it had had 11 military
officers as directors or deputy directers,
of whom nine remained on the active
duty list, and of whom seven returned
to a military assignment.

The admiral, who wore a blue civilian
suit, said the Presndbnt had expressed “a
strong desire that I remain on active
duty.” The two men were graduates of
the 1946 class of the United States Naval
Academy at Annapolis. Admira] Turner
szid he had “thoroughly enjoyed” his 30
years in the Navy and was “‘anxious not
to foreclose the poss;blhty” of returning
to service. :

Earlier, Senator Howard H Baker Ir.,
Repubhca.n of Tennessee, the Senate mi--
nority leader, had urged the admiral to
resign his commission on the ground that -
an active military man at the head of
a civilian agency might damage its cred-
ibility. Senato r Bakre dahplayed an ac-.
tive role last month in overturning Mr.,
Carter’s first nomination to the CIA
post Theodore C. Sorensen. -

" In a prepared statement, Admiral Turn-
er 'said that as mtelhoence chief his
priorities would be to, avoid biased intelli-
gence estimates, to rebuild the reputation
of the mtelhaence community following
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disclosures of “questionable mtelhoence_
activities,” and to insure that mtelhaence
work “is conducted lawfully.” - -

On the last-named point, he sald “I;
believe with my deepest conviction that
the greatest strength we have as a world
power is our moral dedication to the

¥£W§

P

7,

PN

-ru.mnmwm«.’r-rw&w—wu':m"ﬂrzummhﬁc&&*l‘&l'-".em‘.&'.‘l‘- Ay

PETINN

e &1




